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TO THE DIRECTOR

The solo piano introduction should be played smoothly and connected
in a classical style. Note that the right hand plays the first note of each
measure, and the left hand swings over the right for beats 2-4 of the
first 11 measures. The quarter note melody should dominate, and be
heard clearly over the triplet figures. After the fermata in measure 12,
the band enters at a slightly faster tempo, as indicated. The piano solo
at measure 17 is an interlude, and is now played in a jazz style until
measure 25.

Conceptually, the overall style is to play smoothly and connected,
except the few times that are indicated differently. The entire group
enters at measure 44, and should gradually build until the guitar solo
at measure 57. The melody is cued for both the guitar and alto solos. |
encourage soloists to incorporate fragments of the original melody into
their solos, and try to avoid the temptation to play common “licks” that
do not have a musical connection to this piece. Measure 161 is a uni-
son passage for alto saxophone, guitar, and flugelhorn, and is also
played in a linear style. Measure 177 is another short piano interlude
that crescendos with the rhythm section to the lead trumpet solo that
begins at measure 180. The trumpet solo should soar over the band in
a linear style. The melody comes back at measure 189, played
smoothly by alto saxophone, flugelhorn, and guitar until the slower
tempo indicated at measure 193. The piano solo begins at 197 in the
classical style as in the infroduction, and is joined by the bass in mea-
sure 200. Both piano and bass are to ritard as indicated, and finish
very softly.

Neil Siater is director of the internationally acclaimed One O'Clock
Lab Band and chair of the division of jazz studies at the University of
North Texas. He was honored by the National Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences (NARAS) with an individual Grammy Award nomi-
nation in 1993 and has been recognized by ASCAP each year since
1987.

A pianist and former member of the Stan Kenton Orchestra-In-
Residence program, Slater has recorded/performed with name artists
Buddy DeFranco, Dave Weckl, Mel Lewis, Art Davis and Joe Morello,
among others. Prior to his association at UNT, he founded the jazz
studies program and established MM and BM degree programs in jazz
at the University of Bridgeport, CT.
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